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^ to °wn dedaioM" While Mendes did not mention any 
names, the Emba^y has no doubt that the French are thinking of Buu 

H f La Chambre pressed for Buu Loc during the Wash- 
mgton talks in September. 

JJS ! r ? r C0 " Ce f n 1 e 1 to kn0W whafc *yp e of “decisions” this presidium 
If lt . dld not actlvel y intervene in the government, it could. 
* y . C ^®® rv ®“ d malce recommendations to Diem, Bao Dai, the French 

aufhorit ^ U f ' J Jthou S h Mendes said this “viceroy” would have no 
authority to interfere in government, we can see no way which hecould 

p% any part® Saigon, useful or otherwise, unless he did interfere. 
WM i regard to the personalities who may be involved, ‘Buu Loc and 

ff faiW W6 p aVe ^-° US reservations - already has a record 

of failure as Prime Minister of Viet-Nam. While not a French citizen 
he has spent most of his adult life in France. He has neither po S3 
appeal nor adroitness, and is said to have made a very good thing 
financially of his post as Vietnamese High Commissioner in Paris. At 
the time he became Prime Minister, it was generally agreed that his 

ZliTZ f T th f 6 J f u Were dlat he was politically neutfTand that it 
w^ld understood he was functioning as a stand-in for Bao Dai. 

rJZ Z\u aS neV6r heW Offi0e ‘ He is one of Bao Dai ’ s innumerable 
f generatlon ^ Buu Loc. He has some scientific pre- 

tensions and has been associated in France with Joliot-Curie.* He is 

SJ. „ f° have f ved M a go-between for Bao Dai with the Viet- 
J* Pf ayed an y P art “ Vietnamese politics, his efforts would 
probably be directed to seeking a -modus vivendi with the Viet Minh. 
Our feeling is that at the present time a “viceroy” in Saigon would 
JT n» afcters in the sense of further weakening Diem’s 

^thonty, unless he did nothing at all, in which 'case his being there 
wuld be pointless. We think we should hew fast to the present policy 
® U P?? rtlng p le ™ and tr y 40 ' form a government of national union 

furTh^ h fT' W f Sh °v d dlscoura g e any effort to confuse that issue or 
turther atte nuate such authority as he has. 

8t0mlc8 “‘ t ; HighOommisaioner for Atomic 


Eisenhower -Llbrarr, Elsenhower papers, Whitman file 

Memorandum of Discussion at the 219th, Meeting of the National 
Security Council , Tuesday, October 26, 1951 1 


TOP SECRET EYES ONLY 


(Extracts] 


th l 21 c h M ? eting of the Nati( >nal Security Council were 
the followin g: The President of the United States, presiding; Herbert 

‘Prepared by Deputy Executive Secretary .Gleason on Oct. 27. 
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floover, Jr., for the Secretary of State ; the Secretary of Defense ; the 
Acting Director, Foreign Operations Administration; 1 and the 
Director, Office of Defense Mobilization. Also present were the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury ; William F . Tompkins for the Attorney Gen- 
eral (Item 3) ; the Chairman, Atomic Energy Commission (Items 1 
and 3) ; the Direotor, Bureau of the Budget; the Ohairman, Council 
of Economic Advisers; the Director, U.S. Information Agency; the 
Secretaries of the Army, the Navy, and the Air Force ; Assistant Sec- 
retary of Defense Pike ; the Ohairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff ; the Chief 
of Staff, U.S. Army; the Chief of Naval Operations; the Chief of 
Staff, U.S. Air Force; General Pate for the Commandant, U.S. Marine 
Corps; the Director of Central Intelligence; Robert Cutler, Special 
Assistant to the President; the White House Staff Secretary; Bryce 
Harlow, Administrative Assistant -to the President; the Executive 
Secretary, NSC; and the Deputy Executive Secretary, NSC. 

There follows a summary of the discussion at the meeting and the 
main points taken. - 

2. Indochina (NSC Action No. 125 Q-d)' 

Mr. Cutler reminded the Council of its agreement at its last meeting 
to inaugurate a crash military program in South Vietnam (NSC Ac- 
tion No. 1250) as set forth in a draft message which was to be prepared 
for transmission to the Ambassador and to the Chief of the MAAG, 
Saigon. He then asked Under Secretary Hoover to report on the 
follow-up of this Council decision. 

Secretary Hoover said that the message in question had been sent 
that evening to Saigon, as had a message to the Secretary of State in 
Paris. 4 The Secretary had discussed with Premier Mendes-France the 
proposed crash program, 5 and had got a delayed but very violent 
adverse reaction. The French contended that we had violated not 
only our recent agreements with the French themselves in the Wash- 
ington conversations on Indochina, but that our proposals also violated 
the terms of the Geneva Armistice Agreement with the Communists. 
From this reaction, Secretary Dulles felt that the French were prob- 
ably being put on the spot because they had made some sort of secret 
agreement with the Vietminh in the course of the Geneva Conference. 
There was no proof of any such agreement, said Secretary Hoover, 
but we have certainly not violated the terms of the Geneva Armistice 

jGlen A. Lloyd. Deputy to the Director. 

NSC Action No. 1250 Is included in extracts from the memorandum of dis- 
cussion at the 218th Meeting of the Council, Oct. 22, p. 2153. 

4 See telegrams 1679 to Saigon and Tedul 14 to Paris, Oct. 22, pp. 2161 and 2159, 
■respectively. 

•See tel^rram 1717 from Paris, Oct. 23, p. 2165. 
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'» 7 ' »«*. » «« eoins ^ 
iieved the situation in Qn \r ^ ^ ln ^’ an( * Secretary Hoover be- 

The President inquired^hlhlrtheX!?^ > f"* deal ^ 
the result of the fact timf ur • ^ renc ^ citation was simply 

to them. Secita^ hSv T^T '" 2 d ° Wn on ourcash handout 
than ?T "" Md 10 ^ more ** 

between the French and^L r 6 poSslblhty of a secret agreement 

“ Ge “ v *- » *“ »* 

th.t if U.m Bright' ’" ee 'f'“’" d “■» 

“t. 7 f,f ? liSS^SSSS 

Churchill ™, ; ouId d0 ^ Sir Wto “ 

werTt^S lhe possibnit >' French 

colony . AdmkirZS J n Ta ° f J ™ IMi ™ into a French 

we had every right to do for Cambodla > despite the fact that 

Agreement * ^ UXOtia 8 to the terms of the Geneva 

centrate theirho^i M°d their 00 ^ ^ ^ French wante d to con ' 
a French colonv *kL„ th P T 6K 0n P reservin ff Cochin China as 

Annam. The Acting " lT TT* T* ^ P ® ° f h ° ldine 

the United States had spTnt L T lo J d \ Clted the fact *hat 

million earmarked for ^rS out Cn" “ d that *“* 

spent He thought Hnc t ^ ° Ut ^ avarre ^ an remained un- 

President repliS with £m e htt'Sh “I" 6110611 ^ ^ 

offered the th at these lar ^ sums had not been 

r“* “ , ' m 10 «T * ctoion 

of the French conduct +h P p & ,^ n ^ a J ar - Whatever the explanation 
informed of develoDment P '? Sldent added that he wished to he kept 

b th ” — 

-£ 553 ft g'i in , h ,V‘' w . the on, J' sensible eouree of 
as possible The situating a? ° f Indochma completely and as soon 

should S left 1 1 WQS Utterly bo P° less ’ and ^ese people 

^ SSZZZ 5 ? Prai r * 

tz:^? d r 

sitnnf * * ‘ to retreat m this area the process would lead to a grave 

itT” -fr *• ot ™ w f «»• 

£. Z " r P ST d “ prefe ““ for A *>™> 

To the President w ? ** <h ‘ F °« °f the Indochina ««,. 
resident s pomt Secretary Wilson replied that if we had ever 
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been in control of Indochina, as we had once been in the Philippines, 
he would feel differently about it. As matters stood, however, he could 
see nothing but grief in store for us if we remained in this area. 

Mr. Cutler asked Secretary Wilson directly whether he was propos- 
ing that the Council reverse the action which it had agreed to recom- 
mend to the President only five days ago. Secretary Wilson replied in 
the negative, but pointed out that the earlier policy had been adopted 
by the Council on the assumption that the United States would have 
French and British support which, in point of fact, we did not now 
appear to have. 

The National Security Council : 

a. Noted an oral report by the Under Secretary of State on develop- 
ments pursuant to NSC Action No. 1250 ~d. 

b. Requested the Secretary of State to keep the Council informed 
on further developments pursuant to NSC Action No. 1250 -d. 

Note: The action in b above subsequently transmitted to the Secre- 
tary of State. 


7510.00/10-2654 

Memorandum of Conversation, by the Deputy Director of the Office 
of Western European Affairs (Tyler) 

top secret [Washington,] October 26, 1954. 

Subject: Indochina. 

Participants : The Secretary 

The French Ambassador 
Mr. Tyler, WE 

Ambassador Bonnet called on the Secretary at his own request. He 
said that he had not been instructed to make a demarche but had come 
on his own initiative to express his misgivings and deep anxiety with 
regard to the course of events in Indochina. He said that the informa- 
tion he had received officially, and in personal communications from 
General Ely, led him to feel that the chances of Diem succeeding in 
forming a government of national unity and of acquiring authority 
were very slight 

He said that "General Ely, in whom he had unbounded confidence, 
had done everything he could to bring about a settlement of the Diem- 
Hinh quarrel. He had succeeded in obtaining from Hinh the undertak- 
ing that he would limit himself entirely to military affairs and would 



